[Coping with illness and psychotherapy for patients after amputation].
Psychology is often neglected or glossed over in most works dealing with the rehabilitation of the amputee. Treating the psychological and social problems faced by the amputee often has more significance for his-satisfaction with life than the quality of the surgery or the nature of his prosthetic device. In the following paper, a complex model for the biopsychosocial adaptation after amputation is presented. In this model, the important diagnostic criteria in interaction with specific individual coping strategies are formulated, which explain the difficult psychosocial adaptation. Professional diagnosis and further indication are necessary on an individual basis. The main goal of every intervention is the psychic stabilization of the patient by taking into account his personal resources. Because of the complex somatic, social, and psychic problems which arise after an amputation, thorough cooperation between specialists is recommended.